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INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER 


REV. WILLIAM J. McGUCKEN, S.J., 
P St. Louis University, St. Louis, Mo. 


An Associated Press dispatch gave wide publicity to a 
remark made by the President of the University of Southern 
California in an address to a convention of high-school 
principals. Doctor von Kleinsmid described the youth of 
today as “the only unspanked generation in history. ... 
Lack of discipline in the home, school, and church has 
resulted in a generation of youth that have to depend upon 
themselves entirely for discipline.”! I think a great many 
old-fashioned folk would agree with this statement, espe- 
cially when they recall the sorry spectacle of lack of 
discipline displayed in Washington recently by the American 
Youth Congress. Their booing of the President of the 
United States, of the President’s wife, of members of Con- 
gress was a shocking example of bad manners, disrespect, 
conceit, ungenerous and undisciplined behavior. Walter 
Lippmann spoke very much to the point when he said that 
this is a “result of recent theories of education.” “So-called 
progressive education,” he continues, “is based on the notion 
that if you remove authority and discipline and tradition in 
the upbringing of young people, the unobstructed natural 
goodness of their hearts and minds will by spontaneous 
creation bring them to good ideas.’’? 


CATHOLIC TRADITION IN EDUCATION 


The Catholic tradition in education, needless to say, has 
always insisted on the importance of authority and dis- 
cipline. The Church, taught by Christ, has regarded human 
nature as in need of discipline because of the effects of 
original sin. Children in Catholic schools must discipline 
their minds, hearts, wills, emotions, senses. But discipline 
does not mean repression, does not imply Prussian regi- 





1 Saint Louis Globe-Democrat, March 20, 1940. 
2 Saint Louis Post-Dispatch, February 19, 1940. 
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mentation. Catholic doetrine, unlike Calvinism, does not 
teach that human nature is depraved because of the Fall; 
it is deprived—a difference of a letter, but one that is pro- 
ductive of a completely different philosophy of education 
and life, even of a different culture from that which is based 
on the dour teaching of John Calvin. The supreme effort 
of Catholic school, home, and Church is to restore man once 
more to that heritage which he lost through Adam’s sin. 
The absence of discipline in American education—which 


‘is due to that disorderly mind, Jean Jacques Rousseau— 


has been noted by others than Catholics. Irving Babbit of 
Harvard long ago assailed Dewey and the other followers 
of Rousseau. More recently, Norman Foerster of Iowa, 
and the President of the University of Chicago, Mr. Hutch- 
ins, no unfriendly voice surely, have attacked the progres- 
sive educators for their rejection of discipline. 

In the Saint Louis Post-Dispatch, Mr. Hutchins is quoted 
as saying: 


“Education exists not merely that the rising genera- 
tion may face the questions basic to political society 
and human life. It exists also to provide the highest 
goods themselves. It exists to foster moral, intellectual, 
and spiritual growth. The test of true education is not 
whether the graduates are millionaires or ditch-diggers. 
Even if they are all ditch-diggers, they would still be 
the educated citizens that democracy demands if they 
had sound character, disciplined minds, and elevated 
spirits. These things true education can give.”® 


And may I add, if education fails to give these things 
then it is merely a caricature of education. Our million- 
dollar plants, our Tudor Gothic architecture, our splendid 
school libraries of which we Americans are so justly proud 
count for naught unless the products of our schools have 
sound character and disciplined minds and elevated spirits. 

I propose to examine what our American schools are doing 
to attain these ends. More specifically to examine the pur- 





8 Saint Louis Post-Dispatch, February 10, 1940. 
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pose of the American high school, and the American 
Catholic high school in particular in this present year of 
grace, 1940. 


CHARACTER FORMATION OR INTELLECTUAL TRAINING 


Allow me to quote: “Mankind is by no means agreed 
about the things to be taught, whether we look to virtue 
or the best life. Neither is it clear whether education is 
more concerned with intellectual or moral virtue.”* It has 
an astonishingly modern ring, has it not? Yet this was 
written long ago by Aristotle. Fortunately, one need no 
longer apologize for mentioning the name of the “master 
of those who know”; the brilliant young President of the 
University of Chicago has made Aristotle’s name almost as 
familiar in our midwestern country as that of Shirley 
Temple or the Lone Ranger. 


May I remark that this confusion as to the purpose of 
education still exists? Is character-building or intellectual 
training the purpose of our secondary schools? Mr. Hutch- 
ins turns his mordant wit upon those that uphold the char- 
acter-building theory. 

It may be that we don’t teach our students anything, 
but what of it? That isn’t our purpose. Our purpose 
is to turn out well-tubbed young Americans who know 
how to behave in the American environment. ... The 
character-building theory amounts to a denial that 
there is or should be content to education.® 


CATHOLIC CONFUSION ON THIS MATTER 


Even some Catholic educators seem to be suffering from 
the same confusion. I should not dare say that they have 
been led astray by the strange gods of the so-called Pro- 
gressive Educators with their naturalistic philosophy. Un- 
fortunately, however, some few use their idiom; they seem 
to have the same contempt for tradition, authority, and 
4 Aristotle, Politics, 1, viii, 2. 

5 Hutchins, The Higher Learning in America. 
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discipline. Activity is glorified for its own sake. Now 
activity in itself has no value in a high school unless it be 
intellectual activity. Activity for activity’s sake has its 
fullest realization in a merry-go-round, not in a school. 


INTEREST HAS A PLACE IN HIGH SCHOOL 


To avoid misunderstanding, I want to state emphatically 
that I believe interest and interesting.methods have a place 
in high-school education. Because I do not approve of 
Progressive Education in high schools does not mean that 
I must be dubbed an obscurantist, an upholder of ancient 
Calvinistic formalism in education. Centuries before Pro- 
gressive Education came on the scene, interesting ways 
were devised by skillful teachers to enable students to 
acquire knowledge in a mood of curiosity and imagination. 
I need but mention the sixteenth-century Jesuits and their 
contests, their emulation, their system of prizes. 

Moreover, in insisting that intellectual training must 
have a prominent place in our high schools, I do not wish 
to be misunderstood as maintaining that training in the 
ancient classics is the only way to secure this. I recognize 
the fact that here in America a large proportion of our 
youth from the ages of 13 to 18 must go to school. There 
is no other place for them to go. Highly as I value the 
classics as an instrument of culture, I may say as an instru- 
ment of Catholic culture, I am too realistic to hold that a 
classica] education is for all the children of all the people. 
There must be—and this is true for our Catholic system 
of secondary schools as well as for the secular schools— 
there must be different types of high schools, or at least 
different types of curricula suited to the varying capabili- 
ties of our boys and girls. But I do maintain that in every 
secondary school of whatever type, Catholic or secular, 
there must be emphasis on systematic intellectual training 
adapted to the abilities of the pupils. Otherwise these 
institutions, admirable though they may be, forfeit the 
right tobe called schools. 
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OBJECTIVE OF A SCHOOL 


A school is set up by a community to perform certain 
functions that it, and it alone, can perform. In addition, 
it aids other agencies, notably the family and the Church 
in other functions that are common to it and to them. Now 
those who conduct a secondary school must have a hierarchy 
of values. For example, good moral character is more 
important than proficiency in grammar; good citizenship 
of greater value than ability to appreciate a play of Shake- 
speare. For the Catholic secondary school, development of 
the Christian virtues is obviously of greater worth than 
learning or anything else. Therefore, it follows that the 
secondary school cannot be indifferent to these higher 
values. Since the pupils in the Catholic secondary school 
are not disembodied intellects, still less merely higher types 
in the animal kingdom, but children of God, redeemed by 
the Precious Blood of Christ our Lord, a Catholic school 
would fail wholly if it did not consciously strive to impart 
training in Catholic character. 


CHARACTER EDUCATION NOT THE EXCLUSIVE CONCERN OF 
THE SCHOOL 


But it must be remembered that these higher values, 
Christian citizenship, Christian character, supernatural 
virtues, are not the exclusive concern of the school. The 
school alone cannot secure them unaided. Surely it is con- 
ceivable that virtues can be developed by young people who 
never went to high school. Mere literacy of itself or the 
possession of a high-school diploma is no guarantee of 
either virtue or citizenship. But if the school does not 
attend to intellectual training at all, is not concerned with 
the fact that its students are not mastering grammar or 
reading or whatever may constitute the high-school cur- 
riculum, then it is not merely a poor school; it forfeits the 
right to be called a school at all, even though it may be 
successful in developing the virtues of a Christian character. 
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INTELLECTUAL VIRTUES THE CONCERN OF THE HIGH SCHOOL 


The Catholic secondary school has the specific function 
of training for intellectual virtues. Yet as a Catholic insti- 
tution it must always recognize that since it is concerned 
with the whole pupil, intellectual training is mot enough, 
nor is it ever the most important thing in the life of the 
child. It is even possible that under certain circumstances 
it must forsake or abandon temporarily its specific purpose, 
and turn to the more important business of training for 
the moral virtues. 

Examples may help to clarify this point. The specific 
purpose of a shoe factory is to make shoes; yet a Christian 
shoe manufacturer will necessarily admit that development 
of Christian virtue is more important. If shoemaking inter- 
fered with Christian virtues, shoemaking would have to 
cease. But in that event, he would cease calling his estab- 
lishment a shoe factory. A library is a place to serve 
readers with books; yet in time of war the librarian and 
his staff might have to use the building for housing the 
wounded. If this were to be a permanent arrangement, 
quite obviously it could no longer be called a library. So, 
too, with our high schools. If a great moral or physical 
disaster were imminent, we might conceivably have to give 
up the work of intellectual training of our students and 
devote our efforts for the time to the exclusive development 
of the moral virtues. But, I maintain, there is no neces- 
sary incompatibility between virtue and learning. A good 
secondary school will use its intellectual training as a means 
to the well-rounded development of the characters of its 
pupils. One can say that if a secondary school fails to 
insist on intellectual training, it fails also in character- 
training. 

PURPOSE OF CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 


The purpose then of the Catholic high school, as I under- 
stand it, is to develop Catholic boys and girls along intel- 
lectual lines, to turn out intelligent Catholic citizens with 
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an appreciative knowledge of their heritage as American 
citizens and an appreciative knowledge of their Catholic 
heritage. Only in the Catholic school can this appreciative 
knowledge be fully secured. If it be true—and we know 
that it is true—that our concept of democracy is based on 
the dignity of man, then it is only in the Catholic school 
that the proper dignity of man can be learned, because 
only there will youth learn that man has dignity because 
he is created by God to His image and likeness, only there 
will he learn of the high estate to which he has been called— 
a son of God, redeemed by Christ our Lord. 


OuR CATHOLIC HERITAGE 


Still more obvious is it that only in the Catholic high 
school can our young people learn of their Catholic heritage. 
If we want our boys and girls to be good Americans, we 
should not dream of sending them to the alien atmosphere 
of German or Russian schools. So, too, if we want our 
sons and daughters to be good intelligent Catholics, their 
impressionable years must not be spent in the alien atmos- 
phere of a public school. For the public school in this 
country is by force of circumstances an alien place for the 
Catholic; by tradition, by custom, by law the public school— 
and secular educators deplore the fact as much as we do— 
may not speak of God, still less of Christ the Incarnate Son 
of God. Yet how can the history of our common humanity 
be understood unless the part played by our Blessed Lord 
be shown. He is the central figure of human history, and 
not, as those who banish religion from education would 
have it, merely a wandering teacher of Galilee, deserving 
a place in the frieze of human history along with Plato, 
Aristotle, Marcus Aurelius, Buddha and Lao-Tse; no more, 
no less than a primus inter pares. 


IMPORTANCE OF THE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 


We American Catholics are justly proud of our splendid 
Catholic high schools; it is a phenomenon amazing to secu- 
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lar educators that in the past three decades, despite the 
increase of secularism everywhere and a decline in private 
secondary schools in the country, the number of pupils in 
our American Catholic high schools has shown an extraor- 
dinary growth. Yet how far are we throughout the land 
from realizing our hope of every Catholic boy and girl in 
a Catholic high school, how many everywhere are deprived 
of a Catholic environment during these most precious 
formative years! I was once asked by a zealous priest in 
a small town in a western state to decide a problem for 
him. He was confronted with this choice; the finances of 
his parish allowed him to have either an elementary Catho- 
lic school or a Catholic high school. He could not have 
both. Which would I recommend? I did not hesitate a 
second. All will not agree with me, but I urged him to 
devote the funds in his limited budget to the erection of a 
Catholic high school. This is the value that I set upon a 
Catholic high school for our Catholic children. 

Without minimizing the importance of home training in 
the early years, the magnificent work of the Sisters in our 
grade schools in bringing the little children to Christ, 
nevertheless, all will admit, I think, that the adolescent age, 
the high-school age is the critical age. It is then that char- 
acters are formed, choices made that are of transcendent 
importance for later life. It is the age of hero-worship, 
the age of ideals. Without a Catholic high-school educa- 
tion, the Catholic boy and the Catholic girl are deprived 
of the opportunity to make Christ their hero, their Captain 
and Leader to Whom they give their loyal, enthusiastic 
service; they may not have Mary, His Mother and theirs, 
as their model, their guardian, and protectress during this 
most difficult time of their lives. In the public high school, 
they must close the door of their hearts to Christ, His 
Mother, and the Saints. As in Bethlehem of old, in the 
public high school there is no room for Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph. 
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THE PLANS OF BISHOP O’HARA 


The people of Kansas City are fortunate in having a far- 
seeing Bishop who realizes the necessity of developing a 
strong system of Catholic high schools in this area. His 
plans are made, and, for His Excellency, Bishop O’Hara, 
to make a plan, means that it will be carried out in its 
entirety. His efforts to provide Catholic high schools for 
all the Catholic children of the Diocese of Kansas City 
deserve the hearty support of every Catholic man and 
woman. It will mean sacrifice; but we have a religion that 
is based on sacrifice. 


REWARDS OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 


And what rewards will come to the city and the diocese. 
Your children will receive a complete education, a Catholic 
education. The modern psychologist knows the effect of 
environment on the individual. Long centuries before, the 
Church knew this. From the days of the catacombs She 
has made every effort to have her children grow up in an 
atmosphere in which God, and Christ His Son, the Blessed 
Mother and the Saints loomed large. Only in such an 
atmosphere can Catholicism grow, only thus can the sac- 
rifices made by our ancestors in the faith be made fruitful. 
Your children who will receive a Catholic education will 
be not merely trained in Catholic doctrine, not merely 
educated in the secular branches at least the equal of what 
they receive in the public high schools, they will also be 
presented with the whole sweep of Catholicism, her part 
in the building of our civilization and culture. For Cathol- 
icism is a culture. Out of that knowledge will be acquired 
an enthusiastic sense of coming in to possession of a great 
and glorious heritage. For from his coign of vantage in 
the ancient Church, the youth that receives a Catholic 
education has a view not merely of the world but of the 
superworld; not only of the facts in the natural order but 
of all those in the supernatural order as well, those facts 
which give meaning and coherence to the whole of life. 
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CATHOLIC CHARACTER FORMATION 


Not only will he receive in the Catholic high school this 
knowledge of his Catholic heritage, but the Catholic teacher 
will never lose sight of the fact that along with his intel- 
lectual training youth must have training in the will, 
character formation based on religion—the only character 
education that can endure. 

The Church has grown old in this work of training the 
characters of youth. Like Saint Paul, she cries out: “My 
little children, for whom I am again in labour until Christ 
be formed in you.” Long before the days of experimental 
psychology she learned vivid ways of presenting dynamic 
truths to her children. An example is the great dogma 
of the Incarnation of such transcendent importance in the 
formation of the alter Christus. She is not content with 
the mere intellectual presentation of this fact that the Son 
of God became man, born of a Virgin. Under her direction, 
her artists and sculptors have presented in every age this 
fact in glowing colors and moving figures so that he who 
runs might see this most lovable of the sons of men, Mary’s 
son and our brother. In her liturgy she presented a thou- 
sand different facets of this stupendous fact. She sang of 
Him, the Babe of Bethlehem; she dramatized anew the 
stirring scene so that even the unlettered peasant could 
not fail to grasp its meaning as portrayed, for instance, 
in the Crib of Assisi and repeated in all the Churches of 
Christendom since the days of Saint Francis. Her sons 
and daughters in this fashion saw the living Christ in all 
His beauty and majesty, and knowing Him they could not 
help but love Him and build their lives on His, make His 
principles and ideals their own, transform themselves into 
other Christs. 


THE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS AND IDEALS 
And so it is with our Catholic high schools. Here you 


will find no copy-book maxims of morality. Virtues living 
in the living Christ are the ideals for Catholic youth. 
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Courage is taught—not the dull, cold courage of a Stoic, 
but the supernatural courage of Christ and of all Christ’s 
followers, the martyrs of the past and the present, a glow- 
ing incarnate ideal of courage that will enable the Catholic 
boy or the Catholic girl to run the gauntlet of the world’s 
devastating scorn, to live up to Christ’s ideals despite the 
jeers and gibes of modern paganism. Charity is taught— 
not the modern counterfeit, sham humanitarianism—but 
love of one’s neighbor for the love of God, no matter what 
his race, no matter how outcast or despised, because the 
Catholic youth in the Catholic school is taught to see in 
his neighbor the living Christ, his brother, like himself a 
member of Christ’s Mystical Body. The Catholic high 
school teaches purity and self-control, not on utilitarian 
grounds, not because of the evil consequences of their 
neglect, but the Catholic boy and girl learn to practice self- 
control because their bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost, because they receive the Body and Blood of Christ 
and they themselves are tabernacles of the living Christ. 


CHRIST’S PART IN CHARACTER-BUILDING 


The Church reenforces all this character formation in 
her schools by her sacramental system wherein Christ again 
appears, because it is her teaching that it is Christ who 
forgives sin, Christ who gives strength and courage for 
the reconquest of self; that it is the same loving Christ who 
is received in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, Christ 
the model et youth, urging them on to approach ever nearer 
to the Christian ideal of life, providing them with super- 
natural helps for the daily battle with the evil forces of 
the world. The saints who are mirrors of Christ, from 
Mary the Immaculate Mother down through the colorful 
gallery of the blessed heroes, men and women, boys and 
maids from every nation under heaven, representing every 
class of human society, all of these reflect Christ the great 
Captain and Leader, all bring home to Catholic youth the 
same lesson, “Ye are Christ’s.” What wonder that as the 
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knowledge of Christ grows in the minds of Catholic high- 
school youth, His love fills their hearts and from them 
comes the strong cry: “Master, lead on and we will follow 
Thee, to the last gasp in faith and loyalty.” 


THE HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 


This, then, is our hope and the hope of Catholic educators 
throughout the world, our hope not merely for the young 
people of Kansas City but of this whole country of ours, 
that Catholic high schools may be multiplied sb that no 
Catholic boy or girl may be deprived of the privilege of 
having a truly Catholic education, an intellectual training 
colored by religion so that the coming generation may be 
impressed with a sense of the tremendous reality of reli- 
gion, that these boys and girls may realize that religion is 
something which enters into all their lives, colors all their 
thoughts, modifies their aspects of life, which makes them 
better and sounder men and women because of the sounder 
judgment and the saner outlook they derive therefrom. 
And you, Catholic men and women of Kansas City, have 
part in this glorious enterprise of spreading Christ’s king- 
dom; through your sacrifices, your generosity, your cooper- 
ation, you can make real the dream of your Bishop to 
increase the opportunities for Catholic high-school educa- 
tion and thus make more vital the Catholic life of this 
community. You can help in the realization of His Excel- 
lency’s aim “of building up the body of Christ... till all 
attain to the perfect man, to the full measure of the stature 
of Christ.” 











